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| l \ N [ .] of thi inearsie “10 pon—I lost Thisrecday ™ Mot
thiat losg ago. it hed been Wednesday night

and [ veas &t JFE, baarding & plane for the Middle East wheme [ would ba |:':ri'.'i_'|13
Parsche’s monstoously fast Cepenne Torbo S Now F'm leaving Dabai Internadonal
Alrpart, whene my Emirades (Eght arrved on time end without incldent and t's
11 pun oo Thursdny. Seriously, wihai happened wo Thursdey? VWeas 1 jertisomned, 18
Fromen waste, somewiene aver Libpa? Or s Cinderelo Man soriously that long

Most of the disconcerting things about a 12-hoor flight to 8 plass that's nines
b ahead of your hametovn are assuaged by the free champagne and
reclining seats of business class, but this thing smot Iwill never regain
Thursday. [ hope someone recorded The Office.

Dulbsai Interaeniional, like most things bere o the Veges of the Middle Enst, Is
mebwaind shiny and built of marble and geld. It borzes with a mix of business
traveders, men in thetraditional disdashas, and womsn in oy halier iops, as
that sort of thing is not exectly froweed vpon in this sost iberal of Amb
pountries. Veronika, s blonde woman foom an Eastern Eunopean nation that is
neer specified, collects ws just past customs wearing a scarlet jacket-and-
skirt combe that appears bo bave bewn assembled fom Charles Oalkley's suit
remuants, “Walcome to Dubead,* aba says, tosslng aside hor Parsche placard.
“It's great to visit, bt meyhe not such & great place tolive It's all brond-new

copcrels and glass but two years later, you scart (o see the cracks."I'm suill not
sure if gho intended the :|'.|:Iu|1|'. .13

[mestlon to Veranika thas T am looking meest fnrward 1o slding Indeoss,
becauses whers [ come from, we bave to do this outdecrs, where the
temperature and lighting can be inconsistent. She says that the indoor skiing
is nothing; that. indeed, work is undervway on a whale winter villagn,
a collection of chalms tsat will be buflt inside o massivedome whene it is
ahways paowing. That protty much sums up Dubal

Eacande Dubai 15 the lnnd where dreams coms tros, TF U can imagine a
kindergarien full of boys who possess trillicns of dollars in ol wealth, that's
Drubad; a land of whimsy in excess, where Sheikh Rashicd bin Soeed A1
Maktoum and his sens keve lausched a plan for—at this point, members of
tha Saadd royal famm iy mdght want to stop mading—a futame beyvond adl. Dwill
call their plan Tourism Without Bounds

Just inagine the scena arcand the, um, sandbox: “T'm gonna build an indoor
ski mountain—with a TGI Fridey s And so it shall be: 5ki Dubail “'d likea
series ol 18ianos that, fram the pir, foom the shape of the warkd's continents
Dy Sign a lease for your spot on Ths World now! “And when I grow up, I'm
golng to have dancing grizzly bears amd rollerecastes and killerwhales!® Ho
ig, of coursc, dreaming «f Dubailand, scon to be the largest and most
extravagant theems park on Earth, rising like sverything ks Dubal frem s




barran pateh of desort coovedod with dozens of cranes operated by acheap,
imporied workfores housed in mekeshift tin bats.

At the moment, TPubailand is merely a gawdy, neon-adorned gate and & sales
oifice, plus & series of iwerkng bEllboards that, cur driver told us as we passed
tha site oo theway to our hotel, show “all of the major attractions that yoo will
find thare." Thiry are, in no particular ocders a kid in & phth belmet o grizzhy
bear, & killer whake a snowhaarder pulling a meahod alr, and dinasaars

Laawing th airpssrt, our driver takes us on a long, straight highway that is
maostly empby. It pushes on theeugh the dessrt towand Al Dhabi, another of
tha nited Arab Emimtes (there are sevenl; the slorline of Dubal's dosmtowmn is
only faimthy visible in the distamnes. Affter 10 miles or so, ha takes an oxit off o
roundabout and we areheading down a perfect two-lana that snakes just
enough for him to need to use the steering whael It is Hi, ewery fiew feet. by n
woawering strestlight, in the manner thet soma r
they pass through populated sections, only this opeis
35-kilomator kngth and it's entirely inthe I?ﬂﬂliiﬂ af nowhere

“50,” ask the driver. “This is ol Whire thoss i got”

“In Bnh Al Shoms,"he tays o
spending & few days
“30 basically” soys o
Lik Laaic, dreame do conse
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TAHE THIS DHE: Thane heen flowm, in business class, on perhaps

Earth’s plushest airline, halfway across the globe where, ata five-star mesort,
am handed the keys to what may be the workd's mast swesome SUNV I speak of
the Parache Cayenne Turbo 5.8 520-horseposwer SNV that is the second most
poveirful produection Porsche ever bukle, afver the Carvera GT. Its twin-
turbocharged 4.5-lites V-8 gets it W B0 i jus 4.8 seconds, and on to & Lop spead
of 168 mphe It oosts §1 115600 and §am expected to beat the crap out of Gt

My roam at the Bab Al Shame, a pakm-shaded casls that is modeled after an
odd Arab fart, is plush and eomfortable, a mecea of stucce and tile, with velvety
pillows, fresh fruit, and complimentany figs. I find mysedl sating both dates
anad alives, nesther el wihilch T Hee. M 1o the todlst ame a phone amsd an nog
showeer Mot a bidet mind you, bat s haed speayer on & hose that. §ean only
mmagioe, would make & hiagpe mess.

The Bab Al Ehomns dosert resort also boasts the most vigilantly gusrded pood
an Exrth. 1t is perhaps the sizs of two backysrd pools but has four ar five
fifeguards, two af them pacing the bourdary, each cradling a curved buoy that
mj,E]; ba useliul (n o poo] desper than four feet. You would ceed & team of

sopomplices in order to suscessfally drown hare.

FHIDAH H':IEHIHG devwns bright and sunny i oo cloeds—wihich 1

i or Bahradn, or Sand
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Arahin, or Jordan. ... Friday is the second and final
day of the Middie East’s Thursdey-Fridey weakend,
soEny imu.','-uh “Cull Mews™ BN PAREE, ol ed aed
inserts and special magazines, arrives on Friday. 11
wisn't already baffled abhout what day and tmes it
iaAvwas, T amSwill be mow.

By 1016, the Germans are husting ws down for e
perfunctory 1015 press conference, presented in
German but transiated into the Oueen's perfect
English via headphones by a man with the dictian
and enunciatbon of Joha Glalgued. [ can practcally
byesar theo clink of ice in his moming tumbler of
Seotch. After the technbcal presentation, the floor is
Opemed] Lo uestions.

A Lebanese jourmalist raises his kand: “Why do
w nved nnother 70 horsepower i the regularTurka
I quite adecuate’ It is suraly poing to mean a
higher price.®

Do, och—can | anewer this anedl?

O of the execs adjists his spectacles and
replies: “Becase our cus LOmeTs Wil mop ™ Rer”

ANHOUR AFTER WE DEPART ...

in our Capennes, we regroup a1 the Dubai Desert
Preserve, o fenced park full of dunes that Jeok 1ibs
ripples in o cone of soft-serve loo creany hees, we
will test the Cayenne's ability in sand
Photographer Mark Brambey and [ pair up with

Adnan, a lsconle Persian with wraparound shades who is utterly
unfteppable. HWhen I get us bogped down thres times in the first 10 minoes
hio st raises a hond and says, softhy, *Olcry, ston, Yoo'ro stade " He then takea
the whee! and colmly extricates us with bursts of low-pear gas. “Never stop i
the desert like this,” be says, opening his palm flat to indlcats flat ground
inly kike this™—he tilts it forward. “Or this®—udls i backward,

O I get the hang of it the driving is o fine sabstigaw for the mllercoaster
Tcould ke riding in Drulbadland, wers i open. The Turbo 5 has torgue io spadoes
and the ube cuts throwgh fine, knee-desp sand s if it weren't thers, In bowis
Between dunes, [ whip the Turbe 5 in clreles, speaying sand in huge waves that
crish down oo the windshiald. “Use the wipers,” Adnan ssys. “Thet's what
thetry o s for, Wi o e min.” And vehen we start to bog dowm: “Use the gos.
Dano't be afraid, Feal the turbo? That's good.”

I teke that last cme to heart, cresting & rise at full gas. “Okey, okl Slow”
Adnan yells. We fiy over the dune’s peak, catch a bit of air, and then slam the
nase down an the sther ide, hall srpecting to hear tho hiss of o busted
mdistor When all is well, Adnan looks ot me *Ckoy, don't do that again,®

Croer a himch of Middle Eastem salads—mezze, i voo're taking notes—labd ow
in a carpeted tent. the kocal writers confer with Porscha's head of Middls East
sales, & South African. He says he was recenitly clustting with His Highness the

Slweikly, wish plans 1o grow Dubad's pepualatian from seeen oo 15 milEan in the ness

10 years. “They are kesulng 1000 werk parsiits & dany,” the Scuth AMrican says.
“Eeep giving peopla high-lorseposer aports cars,” a bocal writer roplies,

“und this will not happen.”

“It's tnae,.” the Scuth African snys. “Tha roacds vwe heve are spectacular, bt
wiiae it goos bad, it goss specitacularly bad."
As the caravan of Cepennes digappeara [nbs the dassart, we eomidnce Adnan

o take we foe ancther fing laps around the danes. He confiers with his boss



=Fash,” hesays o me. What's your last neme? Dean? James Dean. T'm golng
1o Jet therm po, 80 jast donot get svock. Wa have no halp. Den't stop®

I eanlke thives or four leps of @ bowd, kicking up massive chowds of sand,
whdening my are uncl I descensd inte a pit of s0dt sand and get swck, Adnan
shakes his head at me, exuricates the ureck, 1Den puts on & shovw, reling up oot
a ridge and sliding down sidevweys. Just as the car ssems on the verge of a rall,
he guees bt and whips into e poeser slide Sand s billowding op, over and around
the iruck. covering L and then slidig aff oo reveal e skiemy ailver paint

"Lk at that,” Bramley says. Amaring. Al that and it's still immacolste.”

W bockle up and attempt o catoh alr ofTa sharply poinbed dumne becaase
Bramley wasnts the phato, On the radéo: Dubal's channel 4, which plays a mix
of Usher, Blink-162, and Kelsy Clareson [n belween songs, a sassy British DU
hroadcasts Hve from the Dubad pet show

#Adnan gets one tire off the ground, then teo—ibiat thry're bath on the aams
sidn. Bramley was thinkdng mome Duko Boys, 50w try a fiew mome times, sach
timn increasing speed on the dune's upside

“Ioe mare time,” Adnan says, crossing himsef.

“¥ou'ne Cathodict™ 1 ask.

T'm Muslim.” he answers.

wIITHuLIT Fﬁ""’ [ turn om tha TV in my room o find 8 bad al Arabic mashc

undermsath rotsting, yperoolorized snapshots of the hotel, incheding mamy
still:lifos of frait owerlaid with words that isvite me to “scperionoe the desat.”
Channed-surfing palls up ths neatablemusic-ridea shoey, soome soct of peeriod
dramn starring men with impresgive beards, and also Hloombery news. Herm 18
s rupdam sampling of other things you'll find on Fridey-night TV in Duabad:

1= Middle Eastern basketball of indiscriminate origin played in front of an

empty arena (literhy—pero people i crowdi], A Bike team inoyellow plas
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a Puma team in red. Cuality of play: somesihers banween my rec beague and
Dirvisbon 3 college ball The play-by-playis in Arabde

2= Man in traditbonal garh with red besdscarms eating daves around a wahle,
Also in Aralbic

J= Smathing waas appears Blbilcal or Roranbkel, on a channs] wit an angry
Paloon bogo in the corner:

4= Footage of angry youth toesing rocks

9 Soceer]

G A sitoom that, jodging ber it laugh wack, is hilarious. A kid in a plaid shirt
plesds with a guy is a nles sultand headscar. He is disappointed

7= Mowie trailess introduced by a smoldng-hot giel in o Chinese shin

B> Angry youth throewing rocks. 000, walt, that's TN

4 Bloombery

10 Lacy 16 atapah hink convertible burtal reading financinl newa

10 BonAdflecks ] Lo movie in which thoy oppear tohases koveahles runt of o child.

12 husic videos! In Amabick

1 3z Adult Swrirm on Cartoon Network? Howeser: in Arahic

1z Mansier anage with Arabic sabtithes that absoure hall the streen.

155 Rlpde 2. Dishbed. In noway affects vieming.

BEFGRE f AHR}IIIIED "'Il I}UB'Mr my owm land-spesd recond Was

nhout 1S mph in & Dodges Viper coups, on the road to Tombstone, Arizons. At
that spsad, the Vipar folt a littls sopairrely and | sssed off the gas before I got to
150, fealin g unsu reof my ability i awaid & camso on wrseoed Brolnes. oo, AL
1451n the Turbo 5, howesser, | am jost petting warmed op. Some of that is dus o
Dubai’s exoellent ronds, onwhich there is Btte or oo trmifc. Cne aftemmcoon, we
turn onto the Drivewsy and proceed to do soma speed tests, Oocasiomally. 1
B bos braioe for iradTic but mostly we jast go Back and Eorth overa

Fl'.ph may Eo0E @



strnightaway of about throo midles on vehdeh vieibll vy b szssllent. Vou can ses
to tha harizon, The Turba S has & metse dash and is highed inside ot speed, 50
at first | e no real concopt of howr fest 1 am godng, T hit 242 in ths moming
and get up to 288—at which point acealeration has besleally coassd—wlen 1
have to back aff for an overpass. The ned tima, thoagh, I resch 260 easily, then
thie maaedls trﬂ.ﬂhupwmﬂlu?ﬂ-ﬂn.ll-uymmm:m weight on the gas and it
creens up, | bmuth at s time, unti] we got te 272 and the car gives up. Bramley
pulls out his cellphone and doss de caleulatisn: 189 mph

1 think the biggest compliment T can pey the Porsche Coyenne Torbo § is that
it now sits wiop my speed list. and {s the same vebicls that pesterday rpped up
some of the deopest sand I'd ever been in.

Lator that night, after neshing fior haurs on grilled meats served in an open-
air restaammet full of helly dancers ard stone-faced men toting hooded faloons
i shitl, we convene at the Bab Al Shams reaf bar ta try out a hookah, which in
Dubad isknown as a shishae, Hone of us knows anvthing about a heoksh, other
tham we all had a friend in college who smoked pot out of one, typically whils
Estening vo Deep Farple. ['m not a smmoker—{n fact, sitting there with sy own
meuthploce safety first!) I smole more than Mve probably ever sroked in my
Efie, repeatedly inhaling the mild. apple-fasored tohacos and feel g % though
thers cortainly has to be more to It This s the stooking eqaivalent of Bngeing
o0 veakern

“Can [ a5k you a quéstionT™] say to sur waiter A we doing this rghd?®

He observes: “Fes, slr Though meybe inhale o bit despez”

“Hirw long is it good ™ someons osks.

“Usually 40 or 45 minutes. How long hawe vou been smoking?™

“About an hour and a half."

His eyes bulge and he remmenves the bow] from befome us immediately, dumping
it intn the trash,

@ mph may =ooc

l HH“E Hﬂ "]EA wihat was lere before the construction started. Dubai,

at lenston its business -and-tourist side, is all high-rises. Thers is no spone
Mo strip malls of Taco Balls and 7-Elevens. So driving in an immaculate
ribhondg of concrete. it's desert, desert, deseri—skyscrapers| The slofdine goes
from zero to sixty stories in a single block. Aowes of sloyserapers erowd the
i poad trough the city, and shells of otbers are In varfous stages of
completion as far as the eye can seo. There ks the incessant alanking of rivets,
theblasis of samws and torekes, and the dull hum of backhons. When the
deoubie-decker “Tous Dubal® buses cruiss by the busiest section of
constraction, tourists snap plotares of towers-in-progress, as ifthe nctual
construction ks an attraction in it I pou belisve the shing billlboards that
adlorn tee walls arvand these sites, which beckon visitors lobo oo of Use
3,000,000 sales officas, these sparkly coados and afficss will soon be filled by
penerically attractive Exrapeans who frolic on beaches with fair-skinmed
children who will need SPF 80 to avoid crisping up like so musch kafta inthe
scorching Middles Easten san,

I eheesyr gt o, they can abwanys head over to the Mall of the Emirates, croiss
up 1o the top of the parking garage, end descend by elevator w5kl Dubai,
‘which is just past the Ouilesilver stare, i5you take a lef a1 French Connection.

From the putside, Ski Dubal looks lke something from Batidestar Gelechios
& masaive, rounded sectangular metal tube, placed at an angle and connected
to a swishy mall Inside, escalators lead upsiairs to the slope. For about $40
youl gat & L telbst prad for two bours, squipment, & red-and-blues sld sult, and
pereonal accdent insaramdce. You re on your ewn for hat and gloves,

Buit if you get cold, you can pop inin the slopesids TGI Fridey's and enjoy
some jalapemo poppers while you watch ex-pats sehuss down a tmail that
epproximates a blae run ot youraverage Enstern ski resort but takes all of 45
satondds to descend, There is 8 small terrain park, sponsored by Sabekers, for
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snewboanders. It must be fun to watch the locals come by and try whiat has 1
b an uiterly terrifying sport. These are paople Barm to a country wihsena tha
temperature never dips below B0 and W the surmmes peceeds 120118
somewrhere in the nelghborbiood of 20 inaide 8k Dubad. The citizens of tha
Middbe East have literally never been this cold. Wait, mdstential question:
Hirve they éwver bien oald?

BW ﬁHD"I HA”E JUST LEFr the city's obd section. a dusty

wrasTen af narmow steeots and allevs whero men hanwlk knock-off Roleses and
vendors sell gold, splees, and ssseniial tofletries such as Nipple Lighiening
Cream.We ere somewhere just past the Bur] Al Arah—that sall-shaped hotel
completed in 1999 and calling aelf the workd's first seven-gtar hotel jeach saite—
Uliere a no mers “ross —comes wilh a butler asd o et of white Rolls
Royoes sits out front to take guests back amd focth ta caviar bathe, arwhatewer
it is theyr dowhen they are not being masseged with frankincense by nubile
mochels painted & goid leafl—when we spot the Perrari: A fly yellow FE30Spidar
that careens ooto Jumeireh Beach Road and accslerstes through 8 gap in raffb

You potts catch him," Bromley says. And so I put the Cayenne Turbo 5 to its
final, perhaps most daunting test The F430 15 coly at half gallop. biting off
chunks of road but not atall Blewding us away, end with bath tuches belching
alrwe E:I'il'l on them {ast. A5 we get choser, we soe bwo mem in immacalate eal
parb—ithe billowing white robe and regal red headscarf They're freelancing o
littlo weith tha aunglosse I ses the deivar check his rearview as we roar ap on
theedr tail and widp into the sdioining lane. Then be drops the hammer

ATurba 58 & mean machine, capable of blowing away most everythingon
Crubad's byways, but it Is sdll mo match fior &n F430. But The Shefkh, as we take
v calling hém, voys with us, backing off te let me nale his robe, then Meordng
it il oar ngain

[ -

I is fun, bat vee are late, 20 1 sbow down and put on ey signal. He does the
samms, slowing eren more and pulling alongside me. The passenger gives usa
Fruge smile; Use driver, Dot S0 mmch All the wiile, Bramley snaps photos.

THa, l.'l."||'r' ii ko Fu'.ll_'r.'l.'i:“:: uaT I sk, r]|-||.p||:-in|:|:.|'|' a1 b e, e, tha !‘l:"i.'h:’h'l
nrsomething nmd he's poing to smash veur camesa? Or pour fwse? Or oy faca?]”

And still, Bramley shoots,

e pull a U-wam. He pulls a U-tam. We di this twiee. Ha does this twice,

“Ukay, right ['m throwing you under Ose bus i he's plssed,” [ say. I HEe
Bramlry and all, but, really, wo've jost met. 'm all for new experiences, but
dranw the line st Middie Esstern prisons. And firing squads.

Finally, | make a right into the grand Madinat hotel, where v ans mesting
our group; its palm-lined drive ends at a marhle plaz where iowering Dinka
tribesmen—oddly present at all hotels we visit—help passengers [rom taxs
I to thee slela, wizh anms erosesd, stands Porsche’s PR director, infrmontof a
phalanx of Cayennes,

“We made a filend, "I say, pesturing ai the yellow supercar that has pulled in
pelnnd us. Both puys pot sut and Bramisy conupues taking their pictures. 1
propane bo malke a break for it

“You.” the passenger says, smiling widely, all white teeth and sunglasses
“You want to sit in car car?

This was why they chasad us down—{or &n unsclicited photo opp? Wow,
thesa gnays ane prowd of thelr Perrar. You gocoa leve i 50 [ taks A S8at, noue e
siripped. dovwm cabin and glarng lack of sest warmers and nay ayilem

As I step out, the big guy nods at the Parsche, which ks teking down,

“TurboT be says

“¥es," | say. “Teml™

He sniles—{or the (st time—buckles into his Spider; and with thag
beeniptifial elght-cylindor wadTle and a Hrtls tramemdssion whine, is gone. mph
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