# H'.E}I'ﬂ- to a2 mansion In Tamboerskloof a

warren of streets '.l.'|r|.'|||15_l up 5|Hnal Hall,
dozens of 19th-century mansions have been converted
into guesthouses, An African Villa, co-owned by Jimmy
van Tonder and Louis Mel is decorated in a Modern
Alfrican style; & lamp in the lobby (pictured) i5 shaped like
the head of an oryx, a type of antelope (19 Carstens 5t.,
011-27/21-413-2164, capetowncity.cozafvilla, frarm $135)
Further uphill, 1 on Queens imports Tuscan style with a
terra-cotta patio and simple rooms {1 Cueens Bd., 011-
27/21-422-0004, Tomqusens oo, from $80)



How do we love the
South African center of
surf, sand, and style?

Cape
The

#2 Regal flora Cape Town is part of what's called a Floral
Kingdom, a region with thousands of plant species that aren't
fouind armpwhers else. This kingdom = by far the smallest of the
varld's six, with more than 5,800 endemic spedes in a 35, 000-
I?.'"ll.lﬂ."l"-'l'l“l" AP 'I’.'lr-rrn'n'njrml is rhr*'l-:ingp'nrra_ amarmiored
tulip that kooks lilee it"s been around since the dinesanrs, Most of
the foliage, including the protea,
SONEE B !.I‘E I.I.'I EPrjl'Ig .:l.l'lj S LIETAITIET
(September throwgh banch), though
at least one plant from every variety
iz abways on display at Kirstenbosch
Mational Botanical Garden, on the
side of Table Mountain. Rhades Dr.,
Newdands, 00 1-27721-799-8783, nhiac

pa s kinstfram.him, $3.50

#i§ When the “tablacloth™
suddenly lifts [n a region of fckde
witather, there's ane thing yow can
almicat abways count on: a thick pil-
lawr af chonids atop 3, 580-fent-tall
Table Mountain, The “tablecloth,” 2=
Inscals call it, nften lasts for donys and
then disappaeass ovemight, Keepone
eye on the mountain, S0 YOU Can
I'r:dur.-tl'rc mment the doud cover
chears. The mountain®s websste has a
Heker wath up-ta-lh:uminutr wigihil-
ity B, Tallernouratain et

W4 Cosmic sumsets In 1997, the cableway that takes visitors
up Table Mountain added a twist, liverally: The tram slowly
revolves as it rises, Hildng trails also wind up through the moun

tain's crevasses, the Matteklip Gorge path, from Tafelberg Road,
was the firet bnowa ascent (in 15903, and the two-howr hilee 15 sall
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Josh Dean counts the ways,
in no particular order.
Photographs by Dook

the eagiest wiry up on foot. The topis cosmic—the gy sandstone
plateau looks like the susface of another Jh]-l.l:lt!l.. Expect to reach
the samemit b:,.' sunset, and 'h-ri*.'l.;a otile of wine, (The nni}
restaumnt at the top, Dizzie Dazzie, closes before the sunset is
over, ) Mote: Restst the urge 1o linger. The lase tram diovam follows
the final sliver of sun, between & ra, and 10 e, dependineg on
the seasan, 011-27/21-424-8181, coble
mupEnininnet, mend iip §17,

#5 The big bang, daily At noon
a gun goes off on Signal Hill—the
blast can be heard all aronnd the
city. It was ariginally intended to
beralkd the amval nl"'ljlflpi. inibe part
Today, it hermlds bounch,

#2 Enacks with wandoriust
Sold from carts in most neighbor-
Fceiuds and at rmany T=Elevens, I'_'apu
Town's street food redlects the cty's
crrergity. T ry bobahe 3 cumed muince
pie onginally made by the Cape
M.:lar:.' 'p-mpl:: I:ll:l':m..]- a thick South
African jerbey cured froen beef, kadu
orcatmich; and ndian samosas, deep-
fried pastry pockets of spicy meats,

£7 March of many penguins
A sign on the walk approaching

Houlders Heach reads: THE EASIEST
FLACE 14 THE WOHKLD T A KE THE ACOUAINTARCE OF FINGUIN (U3
nie joke, There's a real calony of more than 4,000 Afrkcan pen-
guins, waddling around and fishing and paying absolutely no
attention to the many pasty sunbathers competing for the sand
T Kigndum Rd, Soeeer’s Town, 011-277F]1-786- 2330 §3 3

et Traead T8



#8 Backseat drivers Hundreds of minibus taxis hurtle
around town, stopping at randem to pick up anyone ready fora
lintle risk and a tight squeere. Flag one almost anywhere (though
for safety’s sake it's best to stay in well-populated areas), and
grab a seat with the other passengers. A guy in the back serves as
a sort of carmival barker, shouting out the mext stop from an open
window. You can figure that most destinations in the city cost
under a few bucks. A less alarming way to get oriented is a top-
less double-decker bus, The bright red Cape Town
Explorer buses stop at 15 major attractions—from the
city center to the Atlantic beach communities—and
alloaw riders to get on and off at theirleisure (011-27/21-
511-1784, hyltonross ooz, full day $14).

#8 Oceans that kiss It's apopular misconception
that Cape Point, a.k.a, the Cape of Good Hope, is the
southemmost tip of Africa. (That distinetion actually
belomgs to Cape Agulhas, a few hours to the cast.)
Monetheless, Cape Point, 2 fin-
ger of rm:l::.l land 45 mimates
south of town, where the
Atlantic and Indian oceans
abut, is spectacular. To get to
the top, you hike 15 minutes
uphill or take the five-minute
ride on the fundeular (look out
for=hut do not feed—the pre-
codious chacma baboons,
which roam free around the
arca). A lighthouse is one of
the only buffers between you
and constant 50-mile-per-hour
winds, which add to the whole
land’s-end feeling of it all. Cape
pont.co.zm, $5. 30,

Right: the crndish salad
at Paranga Balow:

wan Tonder and

Lowis Wed at their guest-
s, Ao Africasn Villa,
wiith Table Mauntain
losming bahind them

#10 Prison for a day It's
impossible to wvisit South
Alnca without acknowledging
apartheid and its aftereffects,
The notorious Bobben [sland
prison, a dusty spit of land in
Table Bay where Melson Man-
dela spent 18 of his 27 years
behind bars, is a 30-minute
Ii.'ll:,' ride away, The island
became a national monument
in 1997; former political prison-
ers now mun 2ifrhour tours
that take in, among other things, the madmum-security facility
and the garden Mandela started as a way to stay sane. The tours
tend to fill up early, soit's best to book well inadvance, 011:27/21-
4134220, robdbin-tlard.ong. e, tour $23.

#11 Lobster by another name Just about every menu in
town features “line fish,” meaning whatever's fresh off the boat
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that day. Yellowtail and kingklip are both commeon. as is ray-
fish—which is actually what locals call lobster. At the beachside
restaurant Paranga, in Camps Bay, succulent tails are chopped
and served atop a bed of erispy bettuce. Shap No. 1 The Promenade,
011-27]21-438-040u4, cryfish salad 325,

#128 Pith helmet not included Capetonians’ colonial
heritage nuns deep, Nowhere is that mare apparent than at The
Mount Melson Hotel, a
vast pink complex in the
city's Garden section. A
longtime haven for rich
travelers, it also wel-
cames rubbemeckers to
an all-you-can-eat after-
noon tea ($17), a mass of
cookies, crumpets, and
crustless sandwiches. 76
Ovonge St., 011-27/21-483-
1000, mountnelson.co.za,
2 B AL = 5 30 AL

#13 Reincarnated
rubbish Fveryday, arti-
%ans from countries all
acroas the comtinent gather at the aty's
largest outdoor market, in Greenmar-
ket Square, to hawk handmade toys,
soulptures, and boxes crafted from dis-
carded materials, You might find a
radio cobbled together from Fanta
goddn cang aned bitg of seTap wire, or a
bag made of Amstel beerborte caps, A
couple blocks away, African crafts—
masks, instruments, jewelry—are sobd
in the Pan-African Market, three sto-
ries of well-cursted miniboutiques (76
Long 5t., between Longmarket and
Shortmarket Sis., 011-27[21-426-M7E).

#14 Language gaps People in
Cape Town speak English, but it's their
own version, One marvelous example;

They call traffic lights “robots.”

#1585 Downhill shopping Kloof
Street, starting near the intersectiom of
Die Lotentz Street, attracts the stylish
set. Browse swank home interiors at
Klooftique (87 Kloof St.,011-17/21-424-9458), mid-century modem
furniture at Karizma (39 HImet..ﬂ-ll-IFEl-d]‘ﬁ-ﬂlﬂﬂj-,.md]maﬂy
designed men's streetwear at A Suitable Boy (43 Kloof St., 011-
27 /62=357-5007). Dowmkill, when Kloof changes to Long Street, the
vibe becomes morne bohemian, a la San Francksco’s Haight Street,
with skate shops, used bookstores, and one of the city's most
popular bars, jo'Burg {220 Lomg 5t., 011-27/21-422-0143),

BadgeiTravelDnline cam



#1
omy every few miles, sandy bays peek out between rodey

alled the Cape Riviera, attracts all types:
y (pictured); the uninhibited go to dothing-

The city's Atlantic coast
Surfers opt for Llandu
optional Sandy Bay; beautiful people spend their I
on the promenade at Camps Bay; and hardbodies
f armied beaches

ch break strutting

ur aumerncally




#17 Crocopacciol It is entirely possible 1o vist Cape Town and
feel hke }'\uu'r\t nowhere near the hush—that 15, unil your enter
Khaya Nyama, a restaumnt that puts an haute spin on wildlife with
unusual dishes like crocodile carpaccio ($5.50) and grilled zebra
steak ($14], 267 Lorey SE, 011-27/21-424- 291 7.

#18 Helicoptering qualifies as a sport A fleet of pilots
alosg the Victora and Alfred Watedfront peddle helicopter tours
ofthe Cape, A 20-minute flight gen-
erilly mans about $100 and takes 1n
the city, the Clifton beaches, and
Tahlbe Monntain. Spart Helicopters,
run by Ernest McDonald, was the
first outfitter around. The hour-long
ride i5 a splurge at $300, but if you
ask nicely the pilot might take you
for a detour over Robben Island,
which helps put its isolation ineven
greater perspective. 011-27/21-41%-
5507, sporthelicopters.co.m.

#19 A head trip Like the natwre-
lowing natives of San Francsco—it's
pretty much impossible not to com-
pare: Cape Town to 5an Francisco, by
the way—people in Cape Town don't
take their dramatic geography for
granted, The local tourism website
has information about the many
trails within city lnits. Among the
best: the 90-minute hike up Lion's
Head. It"s hard going. but the 360-
esmee views of the city and
the Atlantic at the top make
the haul warth it. Tearism
et UL Co.Ta

#20 Jewelry makers
on house call Terr van
Schaik at Pure Africa works
with local artisans to make
traditional jewelry with a
modern spin—and a con-
science; A guarter af the
mmiun!r": p:rnl'il 18 rein-
vested in the artisans’ often
impoverished communi-
ties. Pure Afnica’s pieces are
sald at a number of local gi.'l:l:
shops, but Terr will also come to you, bringing her latest line to
hotels and inns around town. 011-27/82-370-9634, pareafrica.co.za.

#21 A road bast driven in reverse A six-mile succession
ﬂ-ﬂl:l.ir':," ewitchbacks aut infto cliffs above the Atlantic, lf'.l':npm:m's

Peak Drive gives the Pacific Coast Highway a man for its money.
Rock slides closed the road from 2000 until last year; now, elabo-
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rate catch fences and concrete overhangs deflect stray boulders.
The read runs from Hout Bay, southwest of th :cit_l,-' center, to
Moordhoek, and you can drive it either direction, or go both ways
{chapmanspeakdrive.co.za, §3 toll). The reverse route from Noard-
hoek to Hout Bay is best for two reasons: better views from the
left side of the mad (5ourh Afdcans follow British traffic nabes),
and the opportunity to finish in Hout Bay, home of the stately
Chapman'’s Peak Hotel. On a balcony overdooking a homseshoe
beach, reward yourself with a
cold Lion beer on draft, and cala-
mari stared and served in the
sarne cast-iron pan (Chapman's
Peak Dr., Hout Bay, 011-27/21-
790-1036, calamari $9),

#B88 A taste of townships
Residents of local townships
Langa, Nvanga, and Gugulztu
lead four-hour tours that provide
an up-close look at South
J'&.I'-r:ic.:':. I'I'Iﬂ!i.'I-i.'-E I.II'IdI!rE-Ii.F.'E.
Amid the overpopulated, tin-
roofed, dirt-floored shacks are
informal bars known as she-
beens, where women stir pots of
homemade grain beer that they
serve while it's still steaming
hot, Daring visitors are invited to
pass around a communal metal
bucket and sample the beer.
Thuthuka Tours, 011:27/21.433-

2420 half-day toar 538,

T Aberva: Pure Africa #23 - .
jewelry designer Terri ; .!thﬂ:l:]].n- tive dicine
van Schaik, on one of |-'|"CF:I' tl:l"l-l-'t'l‘.‘hlp has A SENgmIT, OF
boer haire calls. Left: traditional healer, who treats ail-
& king probes tulip at ;
Kirstenbasch Mational ments through a vanety of
Botanical Garden herbs, powders, tinctures, and

animal skins. Any bowmiship tour
(pee B2} wall inchede a stop at his bat, bppically a dim shack
that's adorned with skins, critter skulls, and desiceated
snakes hanging from the ceiling like the world's creepiest
party streamers. Lpon request, he'll even treat tourists' idls.

#24 Bwimming with sharks Great white sharks
congregate in lasge numbers in nearby waters, which
might help to explain how the odd sport of shark diving
started here. The idea is pretty sumple: You're inside a cage,
surrounded by fish entrails and bloody water, the sharks
take the b‘Hil;er!El‘lA'ﬂl‘h"l vourcage. It's safr—as |nnga: yo |nrﬁ:-p
wour hands inside=but terrifying. The capital of shark diving is
two hours east of Cape Town in Gansbaai, a town that”s also
knicram as Shark Alley, White Shark Diving mins full-day trips that
keep you underwater for a short but ample 15 minutes, and
they'll drive you back ard forth from Cape Town 011-27/21-532-
0470, white-shark-diving.com, $182, includes breakfost and lunch.

Busdpt TrawelOml ing.2om
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