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Sl Todd Clement, a buily, goateed
American, has o beer gut, ¢ blonde wife,
_ a big red pickup, and a sweet ranchero
S . In the rolling desert outside Ensencada,
-, Mexico, called Horsepower Ranch,

Clement bows down o duse and desere, and he boughe this land o spread the gospel, On it
I'Il.' ]“i:l[ i I'!.'II". a1 reslZuarnt, .1,”' EARCST FOHAMES, 3 SVWITTHITIN NS '|1|||_.|| H 1 PI'-"“-I"- |1|'||||'| '.rL"'l.'-"-;'II'l.ll.Ii.‘i."\.:
lawn with a valleyball net, and a state-of-the-arr auto shop that emplovs. 13 Iocal mechanics
whar get plenty of work,

Thar's because the stars of the show ar Horsepower Ranch are 20 ruehochanged, Porschie
powered dessrt-racing buggics—high-ocrane-laced Kool-Aid for adrenaline junkics wirh
maoney to burn. Like most healcthy males, 1 like to dnve fast but rarely have the oppearuniy,
[ live m Monhawan, land of erfiic and taxis, And, asa magAzine writer, | am mere I:. ahost
carrier for what litte dsposable income [ have, ferrving it from ATM m barender in a
drunkenrelay thar never ends.
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mpf may 2005

1 the poodd people of BF Caoodnch, »

TELSSIVE [IFt CCHT ATy bgile on 2 fewandation of cash,
[ hawe beer imvined—along with nane caher
jruarria ists—nny visit Horsepower Ranch and :
Clemmene’s cars, which | 2 } wsthimed
with BFGs Baja 1000=y

%o chat's how [ got here, o this wooden tahble
covered i marganias that arnve in fouss, facing a
lecierm where Clement has begun his orentation
and safety brefing.

Sipoing a beer, lemsent assares us net 1o worry,

that these Baja 10040 racers were bailt 1o take a
|:|.'|-|.ir|p amd thar—lere he knocked wood—there
kad n=ver been 5o much a8 a broken bome an
Ranch, nor on any of the counticss
i o the tho wds of miles of road
and trail that cut through Baja. “Thar does not
mean,™ he said, narning steeng “that ic is ok
wreck my equipment, These are expensive, high.
ezch wehicles you are about 1o ger into, and | want
00 fo respect them.™
He paused.
“BF Goodmnch bought you all insurance, Dhd
lhur:-' I‘-;||:I|:||r| to menon the deducable?™

The next mﬂ]'ning. a the Gse-rEing
f my tequila haze, we dovwm

SCHTIE ee and grab helmets, neck

sarmething ca

| |-::1||-. - 18 |'|.II'|I }

g into the
Dl
el an I ng of the
t. Then helt up the five-point

:||:|:|:||."|-.'-.l u ok |.|_l.|_|-||. and EII.'irIH.‘r, arrach

Wide Open Baja Facts

COURSES OFFERED

#- 4-rny Frvenaimdn foor [53595]

¥ Ty Baga Peninsula tour (56395

WHEN TO @0 .

= Yearround {except Novemder whon the cars
are runniEd in the Eaja 100

GETTING THIRE

= Hop on a fight o San Diegothey' il pick you

TASTY VICTUALS

u U te ranch, 1 b

I, Deer, beer, Lanne asada,
Juacameia, margantos, ot salsa, and O we
e rlEn o beser?
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the panmped-in air bose anc

1 You cn also malk oo vour co-dnver withou
thing.
e o of these™ | ask Chasle,

£ on the tin of [Darth Viader,
® e sy

“Me, eilher

I'he radio crackles and o

g numbe
askis s L0 stay in order W

EInE SNIrners
aring a thick he

CHTHET LATHRCN DO |_'.¢|:||_'_

oumside warld, Unnl the radio breaks in and all
CIf sk I Tmse |.[||i|'||; up

the hall from the ranc

shide around o ktle

r the clurch,

ut r|-||_ clich and push on the gas
Easy enough.

Clement opened Horep

1 2L, seven years abier b

smippoart boam and coter you i the rece,

Charlie and | aren’t quite there ver. While 1 pick
up the didiag and sb
quochly

ing of desen driving pretty
maybhe oo L that | am almost

IETE 1||_'|_|:.1r|_'|'.' CEHAMSITHE W '|i"| ||'|Jr||'|'| ||"|| i:||!|_'

ch play you've

1.'n.L'|

comhdence—Charlie’s first seng at the wheel it
s, ‘Within 10 minutes he has hloan
1 rin*i. amdd alen Aorsdied rhe en T
¢™ | meaa BFG—have paid
or this irip, and Clement’s excellent
& :ndl_-. \.'.'r.'lrill_u
under a icams wark tleir
we are put mioa backup
ghe back mto the mix,
Choer the t two days we do hundreds of

I1I'|||. & [ |'|I" .FI-|.|'.'|.‘| de SSETT FJ-l.lllh. [hrla"hh Wil ]|

MEEIC on
car and

wches 3|-|r;..

ch pet out « F the way. They
diz, st noe before scanmg the crap o

their cal feather EHCHImSS Eracmg the car's

trant. Diud | mention thae swe have no windshickd?

The lost dﬂ? dm ]Ilf.ﬂ'. L BT

wy ene thing for the
.mmﬂg. freakin’
o winddshaeld i like
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a marathon ina plasse swear suit, [F i weren't for
the air hose pumping warm ax e your holmo
there's a good chance your head wounld acnoslly
roact i there, making it hard for Clement i collocs
has money liber. Mot that ' notang, as | ake over
from Charlie on s breathiaking plain that stretches
1k the herizon in one direcion while falling over the
cilige of 3 mea on the ocher, Car kead car sis 2
dquick pace and 'm a Hnke ke geming buckled wp—
there are 5o many steps thar [ never really gee the
hang of this—so there's a lurger-than-normal gap
between us and e car in froes. Apparently, the nex
gy is having sinelar problems, bocawse by the time
we're rollinge o rades check reveals char he's a pood
three minutes behind me. I'm feeling like Bobhy
Linser ot here, whizsing around turms and

carcenang down the erail, knockimg over caen and
generally scaring the shit out of Charlie.

At one point | overcosrect a turn and we spin
sl ko Illl,' scruby baush, |:li|.'||.|.'a ol bush ﬂ]- ;Il};
meEd oiar ].:i'h.

“Lim, sorry about that,™ | say over the
mterooan. “Fll chill ear.”

And | do—for abour five minwres. Bor soon
criugh m kst moehe moment, daveng wiy oo Es
for the condittons and my skill bevel and who cares,
man—this is fun! | can sense Charlie gripping his
oihi-shir bandle as | whip aroand a nam and feel the
car sliding roward a berm, 1 yank the steering whieed
hike the rookie [ am, overcormectng the slide and
sending the car scraight towand the edge of a gelley.

“Oh, shir!™ 1 yell.

“Oh, shit!™ Charlic answers.

The car’s rear right-side tire i trying o bold the
dirt as we slip over the hill, but I'm bosing tao

gravity and the nose h.'h',:nb to: fum toeward
dizzster. Bushes smd brarches are all over, and all
soris of horrible sounds enswee follosved by o
colossal rmpact and then noshang. When the dusi
clears—and 1 wse that phrase for the Grst ame

1||; ml”:\r. the ass enid sall on e Kill,
“You okay™ | ask.

licerallv—we are on the car’s nose at the botvom of

*1 think so, You?™

“Remarkably, pes.”™ And | dick on the radie

*Lead car, we have a |1r|1|'||:m. We're off the
course,”

“Well, pet hack on,” our guide replics, anmpved,

“1 dor't think yon anderstand,” Charlie says.
“We're REALLY off cowrss.™

There is charrer om the radio as che car behind 1
snys they'll keep a lookour b afier & few mimnss
they meet up with the ochers and we hear the
driver say, *We just drove that road really slawly
wnd dide’t see vhem, 1% like l|'.:':|' wanissed .~

ﬂ.n.,l LW W T auE o !l'u_' Car, :!"5 q.'l:rnr 'rlrll:r.
This palley iz more ke a canyonz we plumged ar
least 30 feer direcily onto the car’s nose,

“Nan,” | say o Charlie, who i half-pisied at
i |!-||l alio wnar of 'ul.‘l]'l—hlp'l'!-!' arid i|.|:|l|1||.'|i o e
alive. =1 am a firm believer in belmets and
harmewses. | mean, look at that she!™

“Yew, " Clarlie adds, mor smiling. *'We should
be dead.”

Then e stams taking piciures.

BF G, God bless i: corporate soul, picks
up the tab for my licte accideat, | had broken the
fron: suspension, trashed the ol pan, and mined
some tires, but these cars are buile po ke
punishment snd it's nothimg the Mexioan
mechanics can't fix—once they Agure out how to
per i ol of the gull:'_r. When we ol hack i the
ranch in our third car i foar days, one of the
mechanics whn'd descended inco the canvon o
SArVey My cmage comes over with a hage smile,
=You gor & our of che canvon?® | ask him,

=1, We fxing i noo”

Ar the le.uirg—nu'.:l.;.' Bestn, after sonme 1.l|11i,gllm'.r
PR about sidewalk and mwead pastems, avanks ase
given ot Some kid froom an off-road nag wins
Eastest ban, a girl from a tare magaease in Akron wins
maost improved and, well, there's not mech airpnse
ower who wins the “Week To Forget™ award.

I"l give you one goess. Okay, two.

Himz: They'd both be right. meh

d
Dune Buggy Breakdown UNIER THE HOOD OF THE BAJA RACERS

THE HEART OF THE HOSEES that il Horsepower Ranch's stable k5 a Porsche Type Iy engine (from the 515

._ || bougihl langedy from acrap and reassembied o Crange, Calforria’s Fal Performandce race shop, There Ehe mad
1Y sdentists pop on bigoer vabves and custom cranks and enlarge (he oylingers’ banes, resulting in an engine thal
VB puts oot 150 B & ey o EORERESSion ratio 1o accommaodate the inceased shittiness of Meskoo's Pemes: fuel,
B Oresite in Ensenada, four-stes] dise Srakes are a0ced, Song with Bilshein shocks and EIBach springs that
,.ah;hl.- {or ug b 1T real inches of whael travel all amunc, And (s all topped off with a buggy body oustomebuil by
\ m'tﬂ from hand-laed fibenglass. Change i constanily alool: This vear's cars wese upgraced bo fuel injection
\ fandl 2 mam of engine shnoke wire added. The stabie, Says Tom Mo wita nuns Wide Open Baja’s operations, Is
! -.:'-.':‘-.:.:-.j'_._-_.-._:_' _-::_:.:._ WWQ £ A drawing boand ks a wihohe ofher animel &

A, e Jocking at something that could run Parks-Dalar” Morris

B, ) &;h@”ﬁmw;mwﬂ bugayish thing, but that's

s W-'m o I youne boed with

s, .
..,-\.--\.-\.x'\-\.-\.-\.

#From topc True grils horsepower

o
?‘-.'\._“-'C"-::‘H""l il
corral “Hoy, Todd, pull my finger'; : “:l\ Hhenew rides sometime in 07, VB[S ERY
realy doop shit; Bala stafer RN e xx'-b S, . = '
wlrﬂ?ﬁ saccei-kyi o - [ i "
cut-ohcar pissing technique, oy o T, l



