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He's alsa rich. In Janwary 2005, he fi-

COOL MILLIONS

BY JOSH DEAN

OM & WALL AT THE EKD OF & BEIGE-CARPETED HALLWAY bnsdde a bl |'|.|1|-_|i:||;|;: within
carshor of Legoland, in Carlsbod, California, a small gald plogue anmoamces the
home of THE FAMILIE—ALTERSATIVE MARKETING AND ATHLETE MANAGE MEXT

Step through the door and vou'll see a Red Bull mimi-fricige and ar 1_-,-._|||.-:.¢~i-:;.|| af
Sl on=3pores imagery, Lnoone wall mangs a poster of 25%-vear-old skaichoarder Baol
Frarmouiat, upsdde down as e perfonns a Je0-degree his i bkl o Pl ez, O anotbie
hongs the scaffed-up skaehoard of burtime X Games skate-vorr (ghars hinlipipa
champlon Bucky Lasch, 33, next vo an oray of framed jersevs from the current
superstars of mocross; Travis Pasirana, the 22-vear-old high-lving freestvle king whi
kst vear famously nailed o double backflip; Caney Hart, M), the finncé of pop singer
Fink and the llamboyant arginator of the I||I'i|l':||.':h.'|.'||_' ||.|.\_l:-;,|'|_ir\.I mnel Z3-vear-old Chad
Faresl, oy Al mield 2004 noanines for ESPNE Actbon Sponts Athlete of the Year, Each
ir kigned with gome version of “Thanls, Steve, for mnking my dreams coimee trse.”

Sieve is the Fonilic’s founder, Steve A \.|:||I|‘:|_ | '|."£'|".r|:.l'?n| n lanky _:.l-:. el
with a long chin, Hght brown hair, and a bove of oversize golf apparel, He's the walle
ing embodiment of a punk agent: He's got a Macked-out AMG Mercedes, hair spiked
toward the heavens with '.'1'-\.' and a tnttoo on his |'||,|||1 forenrm that reads S1§ MALE

nalized the =sale of his AfErls mionoy
o the Los Andeles—hased Whassermnn
Media Groap [(WMG) These dnys, o=
president of nethon spors ar WMG, ke
Aill muiniains nwrionomy over the auan-
mgeaniznt o lels schlisves

Its n warm, sunny doy In May, and
Aatepdeen = hemded o lnmch when lis
ccll phone rings, a5 (t doos [neessanthy,
U the ling is one of his S0-0dd elients,
1 | 1I :-'-I.'.'.r--ll.li RITHLCET W OiOErons rillq_'r
Wi just ridden in his first pro rece,
|.|l\..-€|1|I|. I'-L'Illj_' dre :|q.|.||||'. Enpoep presd
oat of shape, and unmotivated—in
shor. a tvepical teenaper, The kid (whose
name Astephen asked me not o use)
|I.:I'\.| |:l\.'ll'|.'|}' \.'|'|I.1I,"-\.|. 4 ._"'I_'H-|Il|ll||l_ |_'.'|| 5]
hiE g@rliviend in dme fer the race, o
N@REtoRp M=pnbieu e sulferfesd TLEIETL T
dirt cdrcult Hitered wich HEIT i, JamjpesE,
andd tight turms, By the time kel dis-
mounted afterwands, his body tempera-
ture hud spikoed, and without Enowing it
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Il preed Ensdche his racing suit

“Dude,” Astepheen sxys. “Vou don 't plas
veuarsell iF your body is where it necds
s bsee. This i a gmarly spon. | can’t be
with vou durimg the week, so vou have
tan lispen Lo your parenrs.”

Astephen peppers him with questions:
1= bz riading the statonary bikes Leing his
swnllen mnkle® “Ion't le oo omee” hae

lver som ot the race. “Listen, | wanted o
sack him nround for the wny he enlked
e v, bt o cant be dosen there,” hae
el her. “Go to the [rival) Honda phiis—
there are mo monss handing our soda”™
Aspephen softens his tone. “No ome jets
o the pros because of an agenr,” he me-
ohinds ber “Som and L get you oot
Bl bengugs, bat we @he ov'er irom tleere.,

Forget baseball. Astephen’s skaters,

snowhoarders, and B

the REAL HEROES TO THE KIDS

RIDERS are

i advertisers are chasing the hardest. j

sarvs, “You ghoatld be soing i, and insoead
vou're out washing vour girlfriend's car”

Lnger, bock nt the offics, Astephen
summons Jimmy Button, one of ewo fors
mer moloeross s who help oversee
mobeoross dlents, the agenovs most h-
critlve sector. “Jimmy,” he savs, “can
wierd baild our boe uge a Lrele® | juse spent
ven minubes velding ot him.

Then Astepdien ges the kid's exasper-
arted mother on the phone. She'd made
the mistake of actually treing to speak to

He hangs up and rocks back in his
Meron chair, “1 don't need this—o bs ar-
g with a ]7-':\.'\1_l;|.r-|||-,:_' lig sgive, “PBaat |
can't nod oo it This kicd could be the nexe
Travis Pastrna,”

SASTRAMA MAKES SEVERAL million dol-
ars a vear Mipping motoreycles. instead
o Pmmabaarders, and or that e canochank
Autepdien, @ regular guy wise never wend
o oollege vet ended up Becoming the
mosi |w-.--.-rr'|.] merit in the inoremsingly

faprr tand workl of alwrmative sponts. D
the lnst deosde, Asteptien hos turned the
Familiz Into the neme center of 1 mar-
etk revoletbon. With the belp ot his 1S
caiployvors, he has mesde a big business
ot of the cwee unknown stars of skate-
hoarding, 'I-rL"'L'.‘\-|!| e BMN riding, emnoa-
P reliing, dmd 50 b foss

Acconding o Marketing Evaluations
Imiz., which |u-|u.||.|_'|.-.\. Use L] Sonirnes s
W, O FOasErg af |:-l||'||:||.' :ll\i:.:l.ll'll.'-\.- il
ATy mis | .'||~|'--||| " akareT 'I'::-m:..' Wawhk. A7
and motorss kegend Jeremy MeGrath,
M, are owo al the top ten moest reoogniz-
alile tldetes in the workd anwong 1240-
2-venralds, the demogmphio advertis-
ers chase the: handest. This recognition
has paved the vy for other acthon-spores
Alars to gdraly the |i||1-.,'|||_l||||: anl I||_'||1'~|
.,-'\;]'\-l.1i|: u'|1:\.'_ gin SCHBE, [Mpve Adrra. A1,
a BMY rider and Asrephea’s margues
clieiat, fepluced Festvie dkier Jonsy
Mossedey ns the host of MTYs Real Workl!
Hoad Rubes Challenge, Other examples
imclude Caney Hamt, who has & TV show,
fnkeid, that revolves around the Las
Vo Lot parlor e owins el oper-
atoa, nmd pro shoter Bam Mardara, 25,
the star of MTV s Viea La B,




The games these ik's |a-|:'.' LI
amount o 3 mali-bilion-dollar indos-
try, & lomg way from the poorer dars of
1998, when Astephen founded the
Famille In his Carlshad garape. Hack
then, only pro athletes, Olvmpic gold
mseclalizes whn  ooanld reap mllliorss
every four vears, nnd the rare finge
breakout star like then six-time surfing
world chomp Belly Skater coukd hope
to attrmct traditional sports adenis—
thiesa: Armund-clad, wl - plvome-wlebding
ohegssives who roam the holls of the

big three sports apencles: Washingon,
D0.C =based BFX Sports Group: Interna-
tionn Munspement Group (IMG), head-
cuartered In New Yook and Cleveland;
and Octagon, with offices in Los Ange-
bea, LG, and Portland, Malne.

When Astephen started, oven curront
stars like Hawk, whose lkeonsing empire
of shateboands, dothes, shoes, amd video
imes reportedly carms bm 89 millios
n vear, and wha's now repped b Hally-
woods  powerhouse  Creatlve  Arnists
Aginey, hind yvet bo go g What Astephon
recognized. ahead of almost evervone
chse, was that there was moner o e
menike representing addetes whao wenen't

Grab e Immerse yoursalf ina day full of adventora and a night full of fun,
Mare b discaver and definitely more than e pepact, all waiting hese for you, For
ousr frs travel packed. call 1-366-532-2891 1oll-free or visit arzonaguide.com.

o famomes as Hawk, the working.olss
pros skating and dding wsder the melar
Astephen instinctively haew that some
of theem, likes Mirra, would tom into high-
grossing cultural phenons

I.I‘Ill I.IIIJI.'?l?l :I.IIII ?lll.ill..'_ 'I-|1||||'|:h_|“rl.|_
ride BMY, o e, doait bother calling
Astephen. He has no time for knynloers
rosch cliinbers, or mountain bilkers. 1i's nod
that those athletes can’t mnke money, he
s BCs chnt he can t mnke them enough
maney (or his commission—anywhere
firom 5 o 20 porcemit—io ba worth his
wliile 'll;hulnlilug b Astephon, compa-
mics like Kralt aren't looking to sell o
Aberioas L'l_x'ukL-r.H. md mounminin bik-
ers, kans of expensive sports purssed by
relatively few kids, They wamt shate-
hoanding, which, by comtrast, s cheap,
can b done anywhere there's povement,
aned is ane of the fstest-growing pursuls
in Amerdes, with more than 115 million
I_||:||.ls-!|:.' teenage ) participants

Astephen has no problem,. however,
|:1.|I:|.:I-c||.||"" I pnetocroes. which 18 cef-
tainly in his bost financial interests
The sports top nthletes, ke Pastrana
nnel Bewd; enrm midllbons iy prize My
nnil mdoreyele-manuincturer BN -

ships, phs millions masre from deals for
clothing lines. video games, amnd prod-
B CTINOOTRE MRS,

In the sknte, sarf, ared BMY worlds
there are onby o Few megasars—like
Howk, Sloter, amd Mimrs—whe clear mnil-
I'J|'||'\. mdllions in income, Bolow this levol.
thez sl slbibex devwn o ||'.|l -'|||1|-r L
three or four competitors in ench spart,
wlio safll may enrm in exeess of 81 million
aplece swch venr. The next dozen make
maney 0 the 2300001 range—roughly
eqpehvalent to the minbman salary for an
NFL rookie, These fat poyvchecks come
from contraces with, & name a few, Slim
Jimi, T-Mobile, L-.'IIIL|1|'|'_'I|'h. Mowntain
D, Target, ATET, Dismey, Nesthé, Oxv,
Perwverade, Sobe, nnd Kralt

HBuch denls bring n mllkons of dallars
a wear for the Familic (or WAIG, as
Astephen has tken to enlling it post-
gabel, and the lure of that cosh has bed
o the crention of new, competing agen-
cies nx the older firms scramble for a
cuf=Chetngon and MG boch mow have
petbopn=aponts divisions, with the former
daianing |.|l.|1-'.'hll-' o WAL, [e remanbing to
ki smen whether this frenzied momen-
tam can cantinees, but one things for

The rough trail taught you what's most important in life

- a jacuzzi suite waiting for you back at the resort.

Seize the Day
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sure: The glory davs are here. 'When
Asiephen’s athleies hit it big, the first
thing ho advises is thot they “bank o
few million.” With that, he says, “theyvll
never have to work sgaln.”

oM A& STEAMY JUMNME altemoomn N
Lauisville, the Dew Action Bports Tour
sprwls mernss the Kentneky Foir 8 Expo
Center. The prochection Includes  the
Frevdom Hall arema, site of the pipe com-
ECRRLROMES, and the A3 5iM-sean Fapsy
John's Cardinal Stadium, oot door,
whire thes turf i burded under toas of din
omrowed from the county B The dirt
has been seulpted into Impossibly high
jumps for the frecstyhe motoecross {FAVX)
eveniis. Theres a stge (or Damds and
sponser tents toating Oxy sene medicine
and Right Guard antiperspimmi—a roll
el of sodutions to teennge insecurities,
“Iuge: names in this seommwd  heat!?™
sepennas (e announcer o the BMX
v inside Freosdom Hall. 1t's an obsta
cle course of ramps, ralls, and drops, in

talnm Dew, the our wos created o pro-
duce a poins series muoch like KASCAK'S
Moxtel Cup. The idea s o have a fll-
Hedped season in which tenslom moomis,
rivalries develop, and voung evehalls are
lured to the TV weck after wool.

TG pro Lour o acisnm :-:11-.-rr-.' i5 s
vy NBOs 400-plus s, shotimmed
neress thie network from the Todaye show
to oy, bilked the conceps. [t a big gam-
ble for the network, bat even the gray-
suited execs linow that the popularity of
nonstraclitiosal events is cocroscling st
on clnszio fare like basehall nned hockey
Dick Eberznl, chnirmnn of ¥BC Universal
Sports 8 Clymipies, hos sakl e first real-
kmed this ln 19495, after wasching his kids
fgnore the summeriong home-ran desty
betwesn Snmmy Sosn sl Mork MeGawine
i practioe skntehoarding instead,

The tricky part is kecping the tour
pdive. The Inndscape s lnered with the
thosis of events that bave Eifed o fiod
imaluding the NBC-televiced
Crravity Ginmes. which was sold o QLN

Eraciann

*
“There are a lot of COMPANIES WHO
HATE ME.,"” Astephen smiles. “Guys

who were
10 300 GRAND'

d aﬁ ¥aa.r w,?nt

ﬁ

which riders ore given two minutes §o
show off their best ericks. Handlebars
apin, pedals whip, hands come aff bars,
and, in some enses, the whole bike is
spun and fipped

The big namds inolude Astophen'’s
clients Mirrn and Kyan Xyquist, 26, a
Giregnville, Marth Carcding, rider, whom
ESPN designated ns the world's bost
nctigaesports athlete in M. Nvguist
comes ot fast pmd blg but crashes taloe
while trving o nall an serial maneuaver
Mirra gets the biggest cheers when e
rides out to Memllicn—omly o crash,
toe, Astephen, menning lote because of
ﬁlﬂ;.l! I.h.'hl:h'l. has missed L"\'l:t'_'.'ﬂl:l'u{;.

Mirra's soone, an 84.5 ont of 10K, pris
him In tenth place, with a shot to sneak
Imvto the next day'’s finals. But then Scotty
Liranmer, & lo-year-olid from Jackson,
New Jersey, rockets down the rmp o
the cheeky accompanbment of Britney
Spearss “Toxic™ and reels off an suda-
clous front flip over the top of & mnp,
Mirrn's out

A collaborgion berwoeen N EG OIS
nred  Clenr Clhunnel  Communieationg,
backed by o muliivear deal with Moun-

B4 OUTSIDE FLORUARY 2004

in 2004 mfter some stors ssoppoed partic
ipating. The bone exception is the ordgls
il showense event, ESPNY twioe-n-vear
X Games, which launched in 1999,

fuat even if the tour 15 o bust, TV and
itx advortiscrs aremt giving up, Liston to
John Gallowny, vice president of sports
and media ot Mounenin Dew. “Ultimntedy,
we meed to sell soda,® he says, ~and
whats impressive € tal action sporis
havve really helped ws doo that™ The
srrong attraction, he belloves, oomes
from il fact that “these spons are
ahanit a lifestyle, not winning ™

Hll, wou've got to hove o winner to
flack a :JFL'.'\.I:F]L. Andd back o dhe DAX
venie, Astephen, who's just appeared, s
fecling frustrated on that score, He had
iwo Aights canocked en route from the
West Comst, only to arrive and find that
hds two biggest starms have been boamced
from competitbon in the Arst hour

“Man, what n day!™ he savs to ne one
im particular. “When was the lnst time
bhath Dave and Byan rode Bhe thoe®
Then he |'lr'iﬂ'|ll.'JL:. . *Remember whin
| unlil byl abwil II;I.‘i1lJ,: the fexe Mirra#™

e ashs me, “Uranmeers ours, o,

ASTEPHEN GREW UP in 2 lower-micdle-
class family that moved between van-
ous blec-collar suburbs in Boston, the
noldest o five kids maksed |!-_'\.' a divorced
mcther. When he was ten, he got
hooked on skiing amer his mom ook
him o & small hill eucside the ciy. In
1944, he finished high school and
hosrded & = o Vall, Colarsdo, with
A130 o hls name. Within a year heid
converted to snowboanding and par-
nered up with his new irlend, Jimmy
Do, smsther convert e somn bosard-
ingd whom he met while working s a
liftie, to open the Oeher Side, the tirst
snowhoard =hop In Beaver Creck.

The shop boomed, but Astephen's
mind starped wandering. “Way back
when | was a kid, | wanted to b o real
NHANFL-type agent,” he =avs. "When
1 got o Colormle, | sinrmed resding
pontract-bw books and came o under-
stmed how o nepetiate.”

In 193, Astephen, burmed oot on the
retall grind, walked away from the shop
and headed e San [Hego to become ape
of Lamar Snowboards’ marketing man-
afers. A wvear Bater, when Asteplwen
heard that Reebok hod sawdcdenly enn-
celed 8 contrnet with one of Lamar’s
ridhers, Kevim Jones, e spoke up

“Wobody was leoking out for snow-
oarders, says Astepleen. “Revin hnd o
two-yoar controct worth like 80 grand,
and they sald they were gonnn pay him
pen dravad to wallk awny. | wis lilee ‘N,
s, tick. That ain’t right.” In the end, [ g0t
Kevin nearly the whole sum.™

When Jomes told other pros thoe his
ey Steve hod convineed Hechak o
mnke pood, they started asking him lor
heip, and Astephen realized he was
staring af the germ of a vionble business,
jut this was 1995-—no bank wes goulng
s bnam money o a8 hoasd-sprors sadent
Astephen needed an investor, For three
vears, he worked oot of his gnrnge nnd
then a tiny office in Salann Beach uniil
he goc |:l|:1!l]|.:lli:l.t scion Austin 1learst,
an avil snowhoarder, to pot wp just
wnder 8 1000000

The Famille, with Jomes as lts frst
client, was bom, and a sports mearket
thot hadn't had agents belore suddendy
ciid, “*When I heard abont Mm trving oo
b an mpent, | thought, That's & welrd
iden,” snvs Ben Rlodk, cofounder of 152
Shoes, which makes roughbe 8150 mil-
lion o WEar H.:“iﬂ.t akatebomrd shaoes mpsd
srowloand boots. Bot Astephen’s iden
come with o dewnside, scconding oo



Bloch “He weakenad the close relaton-
alldp we hud with nthleies,”

-']!I.'II.':I.rI.':I ||-I 1:-|'-|_'\-||r'|||-,1'|i.\_-_-\. ot |]||,-r\,-
who hate me" Astephen savs, =milling
“lauys who were making 12 grand a vear
in 1997 went to M0 grand preey quick.”

If all of this makes i sound like
Astephen 8 the only fgame in town,
well, in sumaver sports, he more or bess
is, But if his roster has o st coming.
it's in snowhoarding, He may still rep-
risent Tara Dakides, winner of eight
X Gemaes mwdals, and 15 other pros,
including Todd Richardz, wha'll cover
Ulvmpie snowboarding in Turin this
memth for NBC but Astephen las let
many muile stars slip away—in part be-
conese he wasn't the only agent chasing
snowhanrders in the bate ninetles

Around the time Astephen was flrst
arranjing deals, Porcland, Maine-hazed
contract Inwver Peter Carlisle scared
represcniing East Coast sgowboarders.
Hi= firsr oo i 1998 was Ross Powers
an 18=-vesr-ohd from Sowth Londonderry,
Vermont, who went on o win a gald
medal in the halfplpe competition at
the 2002 Winter Olymiplos in Sals
Lok H.!. the time Carlicle sald his
afency o Uetagon, in 20601, his roster
included Kelly Clark, now 22, the
2002 women's-halfpipe gold aiedalisy,
wid Danmy Kass, now 23, who findshed
gesond to Powers in Sale Lake. Today,
Carlisle is munaging director of Qlrmpie
aml action sports at Oetagon, with a
client sheer thar includes street sknter
Pl Rodriguez nnd the golden |'||:|.' o
the 2004 Athens Clvmpies, swimomer
Michael Mhelps

For his part, Astephen | brashly un-
oongered about the competition, “The
realliy Is Pve pever lost on achlete |
winted.,” he sove. When aslied abou
parting ways In 2002 with 20-vear-old
Sheaun White, a frechle-inced redhead
from Carkbad, Californin, who is o faree
in both skatebonrding and snowhaoanding,
."-:ill.'l'l]'h.'l'l clobms bt was diso o P R -
nlity diferenees.” nat o |'Hlill..'|.|lll'.‘.' froin
nmather agency, (White ks now with [MG's
fediling sction-sporis division. )

“Listen,” Astephen says, “as long ns |
love my clicnts Hke I do, they have no
reason to beave,

THE HEXT WMORNING In Louksville, mv
phonme rings ot 815 1t Astephen, “m
hesded over @ the Voris ||-\:|-¢'|.'_r |1l.,':h.:|:|.'_\.
“Travis is walking the coarse.™

An hour lnter, I'm drafting behind an

eiergetic Astephen ns he heads toward
Fastranns traller The star appears—
his racing sult pulled down o his walsi,
exposing nn upper body wteerdy devodd
of Eat—nnd heads our way, taking the
pained steps of an arthrithe old man.

“Dacks, vou know where the medical
st =27 ashs Pastrana. 1 branged iy
kmvce, and it's all swallen up®

They head over to the on=siw doctor,
who diagnoses Pastrana’s injury—an
mngiry barhble colored red, boe, purple,
and yellow—as a swallun buasa, il ukd
e baetwieen the knee and lower leg, “Ie
anigdhit be painful, but you'll be 0K he
gavs, “IU's mot essential to movement.”

“OK, " Pastrana savs as he sults wp. "I

Just begls welnl, | ihink Tl praciloe ™

Astophen pulls him aside. *Get same
gond practios in todny, but ke It casy
i e |rrL'|i:|||r; Just get into the Fnals—
theres mo need Eo go nuwis.”

.'I.'\.II|:|I|I|.'||.':. |,I|||||:|.- rings, lis Mirra, on
his way 1o a taping for a local moming
sleow an the House of Dew, a temporary
prifb Colenial, By the tdme we arrive,
Mirm's guetting some last-minuce make-
upy, bt Astephen docsn't like tee look
al the loass, Nat-beimmed ball Cp skt
ting awop hiz client’s chaved hend. He
tells him to lose i,

“As Eddie Vedder savs,” Mirra ane
swers, CIUs not hew vou ook it's how
i feel.” The lint stove om.

But how bomg com vou feel this good?
Mirra's been a pro for 12 venrs—n life-
ikme In actlon sports. Later | oask
Asteplien 1f he's thinking shout Mirra's
evemtil PG RG ol

“In my heart, he's gt five more years
im his, he's gor three,” he savs, “But who
knows the answer?"

“Whio hisowa =" 5 the question that will
define Astophen's and his clicnes’ futures
[y petion=sports stars have a pop-culean
afverlife? 1f wou beok at their side jols, it
soama that they di.

Iravis Pestrana recently signed with
Yubaru o rece t'.||.|_'|' cars. ok |||.||:|.v|'|i_l|l
has n blmaprodusction company. Cares
Har's focus is his @miteo shop and show,

“A loa oo my gk are a long Wy froi
retiring full-timae,” Astephen says. “Hul
when they de, they'll be flne”

Memnwhik:, Astephen's rode grows—or
mther, mutntes, After Astephen sold his
ok (o WA —a burgeoning con-
glomerate owed by Casey Wasserman,
.-"|.. the lJu-l.|'l 1'!-'H.'Ii|.'[|.'\d ﬂr.uu.lu:m .|.'- |'||r\-
mer DTnihvereal Floreres odiiol Low Wnssors
man—he sarbed integrating his stars

with WMGY verious other pursubts o
produce projects Lke Pastranas |oes:
DADY, Niere Cireies . With the new copl-
til, Astephen recencly opeasd a Loasdon
alfice to sturt ballcing a Funcpean modor-
sparts division

“Everything's growing,”™ he says, “and
Imy miladicted oo i.™

INSIDE FREEDOM HALL, Astephen =irs
rempeide o wiich the shate-vert com-
petition, the towrs final cvent in
Loulsville, feamring Burnguis: and
Lasgh. The erowds ore sparse tonighe,
bt Hewvin Monahan, viee president of
M B Sponts, isn t concerned. *The tour's
abomit providing  programming for the
network amd Universal, USA, NBC
Wireleas, Internet brosdbamd, Unéversal
DV, and Telemundo,” savs Monahan
All those channels can rieplay parts of
the toar, edit highlight shows, ar sell
DV of the gnarkiese ticks

By ehe ond of the summer, the tour will
have attracted n total of 2600680 speota-
tors, spremd over stops o Lowisville;
Denver; Portlangd, Oregon; San Jose=; and
Cirlando, TY ratings will be solid amomng
the tcenngers tardeted

Mg bk Astephen's clicnts, after a slow
start in Lowisville, they will end wp
dominating. Bucky Lasek will win the
overndl vert tithe; Nyquist will reboanad
to take third in dirt jumping; Cranumer
willl harely misz claiming the overnll
BAEX aheke; and Travis Pastronn, who will
win the Louiaville event, won'i enier
any more Ireestyle moboemmes Contests,
due to knjierics. Meanwhile, Asteplien
will sign the towr’s brenkout star: 32-
ver-ald Australinon BMX rider Ryan
Guetder, who will nab the Dew Cup in
bath dire jumping and park. Mirm will
tale the park eveni ln San Jose

In 200G, NBC and ohe toure will de ie
agaln, making the veir mnother sy
o for Astephen'’s dients, starting with
late Jamnuwnry's Winter X Games o
Megren, wilvere Dohddes amd Pastrana,
amang athers, will compete

Hut hene, mmpside in Louksville, Mirra
sits quictly, watching Shaun White soar
M feet ovoer his head. Where action
aporis po et he can't prediet. But, he
sa's, “Lhe progress has been amazing, |
man, I owish 1 had this (o waich when 1
was growing up. I'd rather watch skate-
Emrding than baseball any doy.™ [0}

Mew York Cily-based JOSH DEAN
alsa writes for Roditng Stone and inc.
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